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“On the road again…”                        3rd Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41, Luke 24: 13-35   

Pastor Jonathan 

 

When are things going to get back to “normal?” Perhaps a more difficult 

question is: What is normal? I remember reading the title of a Christian 

comedian’s book: Normal is only a Setting on your Hairdryer.  And yet, you 

may have some sense of what “normal” means for you, in the same way that 

you have some sense of what doing “nothing” means to you, as well. 

 

If “normal” means getting back to spending most of our hours working for 

money so that we can live a lifestyle that has most of us in 170% debt of 

what our income is, then normal is likely to not ever come back.1 If 

“normal” means working so that we have few hours left for our children, our 

spirituality, and many other “priority” activities that we say are top of the list 

for us but for which we have no time, then perhaps that “normal” is gone 

too. If “normal” means cramming our entertainment desires and self-

absorbed desires into the very few hours we have left and desiring only what 

we desire and long for in this life while we still have life to live, before 

health and other obstacles overtake us, then perhaps that normal is gone too. 

What will cause us to return to God, to repent of our self-centered ways, to 

desire God’s kingdom first, to move away from obstacles and encounter the 

living God? In Deuteronomy 32:24, we are reminded that God uses famine, 

pestilence and plague to draw us back from false priorities, from idols, from 

addictions, from preoccupations, from “our regularly scheduled 

programming.” We have “good supply lines” in Canada for groceries. 

Although we are not sure what the harvest will be like this year, mainly due 

to the 60,000 temporary immigrant workers that are hired. We have a “fatal 

epidemic disease” happening around the world, which is the definition of 

“pestilence.” “Plague” may be slightly different than what we are 

experiencing, defined as “a contagious bacterial disease characterized by 

fever and delirium, typically with the formation of buboes (swollen, 

inflamed lymph nodes, as in bubonic plague) and sometimes infection of the 

lungs (pneumonic plague), which sounds more familiar. 

 
 

1 Stephen S. Poloz Governor, Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce, “Canada’s 

Economy and Household Debt: How Big Is the Problem” 
https://www.bankofcanada.ca/2018/05/canada-economy-household-debt-how-big-the-problem/ 
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The question of returning to normal seems partly begging the question of 

what we are learning during this abnormal time. Have you been able to get 

more silence in your life for God? Have you been able to find more time for 

Scripture reading or for prayer? If so, how so? If not, why not? Even turning 

this recording off, and turning to God is more important than anything I can 

say today. Make sure you are turning to God today. 

 

Our hearts before God is a constant concern in Scripture. It is our hearts’ 

condition that is critical to our health, we know that physically, even without 

a cardiologist telling us so. But do we know that spiritually? I suppose we do 

know it in an intellectual way. But now that businesses, and many types of 

employment are in jeopardy, we are beginning to know it in another way. If 

it affects our children or grandchildren, our neighbours, or our co-workers, 

then we begin to hear our situation in a new way. Normal may be gone 

forever. But perhaps God will take advantage of that in our lives. Will you 

trust Him for your life anew today? Jesus often told us that our lives are 

more than our food and clothes, our accomplishments and our acquisitions. 

He surprises us. Are we ready for His surprising us in this season? 

 

As we debate what it means to get back on the road again, the road of our 

regular routine…Jesus walks up besides us. He asks us, so what’s 

happening? He asks us. You mean you didn’t hear about the shooting in 

Nova Scotia, 22 dead and counting as of Thursday, arsons, young and old, a 

police officer wounded and one murdered? What a tragedy! And they can’t 

even invite people to a funeral, as there is a current law to restrict gatherings 

for funerals to five people. There is a huge amount of grief and loss. There is 

shock that such a thing would happen in a normally “safe” place. We don’t 

see shootings here, like you hear about in the United States, do we? And 

rural Nova Scotia is not Toronto. You mean you haven’t heard about that? 

 

And you mean you haven’t heard about Jesus? And Cleopas gets a blank 

stare back from the traveller on the road.  So Cleopas continues on, giving 

the news, saying: He was a prophet, a spokesperson for God. We thought he 

was going to be the Messiah, who would kick the Romans out of Israel, who 

would re-establish the wonderful sovereign reign of King David again. But 

then, out of the blue, he was handed over to the Romans, and was tortured to 

death, nailed to a gruesome wooden cross billboard. We are still in shock. 

How could this happen to such a righteous man? He accomplished so many 

miracles, signs and wonders. We thought for sure it was going to be him 

who would rescue us and set up a wonderful new relationship with God. 
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And if you haven’t heard of Jesus, you’re really going to think this is a 

strange story. Hold onto your seat, the ride gets more interesting…Some of 

our women this morning told us that the tomb was empty and his grave 

clothes were still there, but he wasn’t. In fact, they saw a vision of angels, 

telling them that Jesus is alive. Now, can you beat that? Our friends have 

confirmed that the tomb is indeed empty, but they have not seen Him alive. 

What do you think? 

 

And the beauty of the Gospel writer’s story, is that you and I are told time 

and time again that our questions are answered by Jesus, in relationship to 

Him, sometimes in surprising ways, sometimes in a timing that shocks us. 

So, the stranger on the road, which we know is no stranger at all, begins to 

rebuke Cleopas and his companion for their lack of faith. He calls them 

“foolish” and “slow to believe.” Indeed, Cleopas and his companion are 

going away from Jerusalem, not in the direction of the disciples and the 

women who reported the empty tomb, not in the direction of faith. 

 

And the stranger, who is Jesus, unrecognized by the two men, continues on 

to tell about how the Messiah has to suffer (likely reading in part from Isaiah 

53) and then to enter his glory.  Jesus Himself teaches them from the whole 

Scripture, that is, the Law and the Prophets. There are over 300 prophesies 

fulfilled by Jesus, so I am sure the Lord could take them through many of 

them. In fact, He likely was not even finished teaching them when the off 

ramp for their house was coming up and Jesus said he was staying on the 

freeway. 

 

But they persuaded Jesus to stay with them for a little longer, even spend the 

night, and finally He agreed.  It’s interesting that the Lord Himself is not 

wanting to push Himself on them, He wants to know if they really want to 

have Him in their home. I think that continues to be his modus operandi, 

Jesus’ MO, his particular way or method of doing something. It is how He 

works. He really doesn’t force Himself into our lives, and once we invite 

Him in, He continues to look for our voluntary submission to His teaching, 

priority and how hospitable we are to Him, and those close to Him. He 

challenges us, but He also lets us go our own way, if we so choose. And if 

we choose our own way, that has consequences for His using us in His 

mission here and now. 
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But Cleopas and his friend invite the Lord strongly and urgently, and Jesus 

stays with them a little longer. In fact, a strange thing happens. Did you 

notice it in the text? They invite him into their home, but all of a sudden, 

Jesus is the One praying the grace over the meal, inviting them to receive the 

bread, as He breaks the bread, in similar fashion to the Upper Room, but this 

no longer is a Passover meal, but just a regular meal. And so every meal in 

our lives is changed by this one, with Cleopas and his friend. At every meal 

that we sit down to eat in our lives, we are invited to give thanks, and to 

recognize Jesus. We are invited to invite Jesus to every meal. Remember this 

story as you bow your head to say grace.  

 

Now at this point in the story, the shock is that the stranger is recognized by 

these men. They now see Him as the Lord Jesus Christ, who was constantly 

with them on the road, even though they didn’t know it was Him. And Jesus 

is with us, even when we don’t know He is. He wants to open the Scriptures 

to us, all of us who are blind, naked and poor, (as John says in the book of 

Revelation, chapter 3). He wants to open the Scriptures to all of us who need 

to know the Lord in these days. We need Jesus. We have much more to 

learn. We need to be faithful to what we have already learned. 

 

To be fair to these men, it is possible Jesus looked different due to his 

resurrection body, as He looked different to Mary in the garden, when she 

didn’t recognize He was the gardener. Then she heard His voice, and she 

knew that voice. That’s when she abandoned social distancing and held onto 

Him. We need to hold on to Him as never before. And these men saw His 

true identity in the breaking of the bread. And yes, this happened before the 

church began the institution of the Lord’s Supper, that the Apostle Paul 

taught. But it certainly strongly foreshadows it. 

 

And these men boldly went back on that road and probably reviewed 

everything in their minds and the words of what the Lord had taught them. 

They found the disciples, and they told them the Good News. Jesus is alive. 

They confirmed Peter’s experience of the risen Christ, although Dr. Luke 

puts that experience in a slightly different time position. The point was, and 

the point is: Jesus is alive! We don’t have to fear death, or viruses or plagues 

or the taking away of freedoms we enjoy. We need to stay on Jesus’ mission. 

We need to find Jesus’ new “normal” for us. We can do church over 

computer and TV screens. We can help our neighbours with kindness and 

some food gifts, or perhaps other gifts in line with their needs. We can take 

time to write down how God is touching our lives today, now. 
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As we do we, will know anew the Holy Spirit’s guidance and peace. As we 

do, we will know the power of the risen Jesus in our daily lives today. Don’t 

give up! Don’t fear for the worst. Jesus will direct us through this into some 

new receiving of those who have never had interest in spiritual things before 

this. This is the wake up call. Let us hear what God is saying to the churches. 

Let us hear what God is saying to us. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


